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Operation Desert Storm offered military women the first real opportunity to contribute to the war effort in ways that had only been reserved for men.  Women were now working as mechanics, drivers of convoy vehicles, intelligence agents, pilots, guards of POWs, and commanders of female and male soldiers.  This lesson plan will give students the chance to hear from both genders that fought in Persian Gulf War I.   Students will then be expected to take a small portion of this primary source material and analyze the effects a truly coed war had on the people who fought it.
Overview/ Materials/LOC Resources/Standards/ Procedures/Evaluation/Rubric/Handouts/Extension
	Overview
Back to Navigation Bar

	Objectives
	Students will:

· Investigate primary sources in the Veterans History Project on the Library of Congress website
· Analyze female and male Persian Gulf interviews

· Describe experiences of male and female Persian Gulf veterans by using the LOC interviews

· Compare and contrast the experiences of male and female Persian Gulf Veterans

	Recommended time frame
	2 days

	Grade level
	9-12

	Curriculum fit
	Social Studies, technology

	Materials
	Computer access
Interview analysis form

Venn Diagram

	NCSS Standards
Back to Navigation Bar

	
	*Culture-a,b,d,f/Time, Continuity, & Change-b,c/Individual Development & Identity-c,g,h/Power, Authority, and Goverance-a,b,c,d
 

	Procedures
Back to Navigation Bar

	
	Day One:
*Explain the historical significance of women’s involvement in Persian Gulf War I

*Introduce students to the LOC website
http://www.loc.gov
*Steer students to the Veterans History Project

*Question students as to how the veterans’ interviews are primary sources
*Once on the website, show students how they can get to what they need quickly by checking off specific information (go to “Search the Veterans Collection”).  If students check: all fields together, Persian Gulf War, female, and digital collection, they should be able to hear or read 140 interviews.  They will follow the same procedure for male interviews, but obviously change the gender category.

*Give students remainder of time to read or listen to four female interviews and four male interviews.  It’s up to the individual teacher if they would like to have a variety of different military branches represented.

Day Two:
*Students will begin the description and analysis part of the interviews by way of the Interview Analysis Worksheet.
*Students have to complete one worksheet per veteran interview.

*Once they have completed the worksheet, they are then to compare and contrast their veterans’ experiences with a Venn diagram (templates can be found on www.edhelper.com).

	Evaluation
Back to Navigation Bar

	
	*Interview Analysis Worksheet has point value assigned for each question on the worksheet.
*Venn diagram-One way of assessing the diagram is to assign a point value to the two contrast sections and a point value to what they have in common.

	Extension                                                        Back to Navigation Bar

	
	*Students could go out into the community and interview local Persian Gulf veterans using questions of their own in combination with the Interview Analysis Worksheet.
*Students could compare the experiences of women Persian Gulf War veterans with women who served in other wars.  The LOC has interviews from WWII to present.


Primary Resources from the Library of Congress

Back to Navigation Bar
Veteran Interviews

Citation: Library of Congress, Veterans History Project

URL: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/vhp/html/search/search.html
Rubric
Back to Navigation Bar
Replace this text with an assessment rubric for your learning experience. There are some excellent websites such as http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php that simplify rubric development.
Handouts
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Interview Analysis Worksheet
1. What is your veteran’s name? (1 pt)
2. When was the interview conducted? (1 pt)
3. Why is the date of the interview relevant? (2 pts)
4. What branch of the military was the veteran enlisted in? (1 pt)
5. What was the veteran’s rank?  Explain what that rank means as far as responsibility and superiority. (3 pts)
6. Why did the veteran decide to enlist in the military? (2 pts)
7. How long was the veteran’s military career? (1 pt)
8. How long did the veteran spend in the Persian Gulf? (1 pt)

9. Did the veteran have any other conflict experience (i.e., Vietnam)? (1 pt)

10. Give two pieces of evidence from the interview that could help you identify the gender of the veteran. (2 pts)
11. Describe any unique or significant experiences had by the veteran. (5 pts).
12. Write a question to the veteran that was left unanswered. (3 pts)
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